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jy 1 Sam, iii. "a, It is the LORD; let him do what ſeem. - : 
3 e ae hotter: which G OD wills, an that 
| which I will. Ficus, a Philoſopher and Slave. 
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** Mt \ 


- I. 21. The LORD gave; e 


hath taken away ; Heſſes: be the New f the 
LORD. | 


expreſliye, not, only of the deep and af 
fecting ſenſe he had of the providence ef GOD, 
þoth in the good and evil things he met with, _ 
but they evidently ſuggeſt to us the ſerene, 
calm and heavenly temper of mind that he ee 
no in the exerciſe of, which temper of mind 1 
ſhone with the more eminent Un as it | 
exerciſed in a time when he was under the matt 
trying and alarming outward circumſtances; | 
when a ſhade, very gloomy and extenſive, Was 
caſt over him, and almoſt every thing that Was 
dear and pleaſant to, him in the world, as we 4 
are informed lu the preceding part of the h 
ter; wherein, we have his character, 
wealth, and exalted ſtation in life; as; alſo, . his  -. 
Faden reinen to, fate of reme PUyerty 
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HE SE words of pious * a ok arg 524 


* - # Sermon on the 
and ſoltade, repreſented” tousin a very ſtrik 
point light. 
' chaxdcter, efpeciglly the religidus part: 
of it, Which is firſt of all taken notice of, is a 
Hoſt excellent one. -le Was a very holy man, 
Perſedt and upright, one that feared GOD, and 
e/chrradl ox aydlded ev. Where gap we fond 
a more amiable character among mankind than 
this? His * was right with GOD in an emi- 
purity, ſincerity, and the princi: 
ples of — res religion prevailed and reigned. 
in him; he feared GOD with a truly reverential 
and 4lal fear, and avoided. fin as the maſt e 
Aeteſtable -rhing ; His devotion te the Af. 
MIGHTY was, not only in ward and work 
but, explicit and evident to thoſe that were a- 
* him; and his benevolent and charttalfc' 
is | Vas teſtifyed unto by the poor, the 
we 5 the oppreſſed, the fatherlefs and the wi 
d, to whom 1 afforded the moſt timely «pd 
feiſible relief. q | "207 779 
With re WAY to his femü y, it was nume 


> 


vous and Houriſhjng ; his wealth and outward 
kate exceeded any of the men of che Eaſt, and 


us for bis exalted ſtation in life, it appears Rem 
cap. zu ver. 25th, that he was che chief 
M5 te in the Kingdom Where he dwelt; 

for he faith of kimſelf and no one eentradised 
| Rim T cheſt ont their way, and Jar chief, 
ht Url at u King in the army, 
. . vomforteth the (mowrners : From whence: we 
; may juſtly conclude, that He was 4 ile and 


as one thut 
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Death of a „ ; 


tans. his opulence; and high betrultments ; ta 
the men of the ood. | 
; fg 3 aol 
| 3 When it is Laid, that this man wat the grenta 
en of all the men. of . te Eaſt. I ſuppoſe . 
are at once to take into our view, his. amiable | 
character, high ſtation, and affluent; cixcums 
ſtances in life, which, taken together, muſt 4 
give us an exalted idea of him j he ſhone. in 
honour, was deſervedly reſpected by the peg⸗ 
ple, and was ſurrounded with plenty; While his 
children and friends gave a peculiar. reliſh to all 
his other enjoyments; but i 
By the next information we have obo bin, 
ve behold him ſuddenly. brought low; and res” 
duced to extreme poverty and ſolitude... He. 
was bereaved of his riches, ſons and dau phiets 
in a very extraordinary. manner; and without 
any previous warning, as we art told by the 
| hiſtory of the matter, on which we 1 
touch 1 the greateſt brevity. 52 1 5 
| While one 8 * 
that the Sabeans feli on the — 17 
tool them away and ſlew: the ſervants that” : 
with them; z 2 7 Ame: in. x With. 4 


— 
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” \ of Sirmos on the 


thro” his earthly ſubſtance, and laid i: 
waſte as in a moment ; yet the good min was 
filent and all compoſed, under the becalmin 

_Knflience of patienTe ahd profound ſabmiſſion. 
'Biit the trial was not over; for while the third 

meſſenger was yet ſpeaking,” a fourth entered; 
with tidings more affecting, more pungent and 

painful than all the reſt: While he was Hear- 

Itg the loſs of his eurthly ſubſtance; tlio“ it 

was very great; he kept filetice ; but when the 

hews cane, that while his ſeven forts: and three | 

| ters were eating ant drinking wine in 
their eldeſt brother's houſt; there came a grea 

wind from the wilterneſs, and Jmote the four 
Corners of the houſe; 6 that it fell upon the 

. Joung men, and they tvere dead ; all his bowels 

were Seen ved he was töüclitd to the heart | 

This whole frame, body and ſoul; was deeply 
affected and no wofider; for He faw himſelf; 

At once; bereaved; and ſtript naked of bis 

earthly ſubſtance, his ſervaiits ahd children: _ 

den Job aroſe, and rent his robe, and 

ud hit head, and fell dothn pot the e ground; | 

Wd worſbipped: worſhipped the Almighty GOD 

Himfelf, before whom he fell down proſtrate 

in the moſt hufnble, teverential; and ſubmiſſive 

| Without yet ff peaking z word. Hit 

Treat out was full. bf ſenſation, and full of 
[| Yevotion too; and being now all proſttate be- 

1H Pre the 'maſeſty of the great GOD, He bega 
| _ Co'fpeak, not the Ianguage of a ſtapid, Fatt 

Sp; or murmuring heart, but -6f und | 
* gratitude; ant calm fuboilſion. 
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Death of Daniel Oliver, =; a. 
He ſaid, and no doubt be poke the tr 


{nents of his heart, "naked came J ont "of 


my mother's womb, and naked hall 7 return 
 thither: the LORD gave all my enjoyments, 
my wealth, my family; ſons A285 daughters, _ 
with every temporary blefling, and the LORD 

hath taten away thoſe agreeable” things which 
he was pleaſed to give me; ble ſſed be the' 7 5 


of the LORD: 1 Ache 
mighty hand: I extol and adore his” infinite 
celle and perfections; which art "x i 
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which; came flowing t to me from his free and 


| holy, juſt and good 1 in - ib he "has: EY F 
and I am ſatisſied in the ſame . r 1 


His high aud 


cerned in theſe; and in every act of 


vernment-: I gratefully own him 3 
of all my bleſſings,; my wealth, my friends; my 
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ſons and my every comfabes: the whole of 


bountiful govdneſs ; and 1 give him my hear 
ty thanks that he was pleaſcd-to indulge me 


thoſe unmerited favours ſo long: I do alſo 


humbly adore and ſubmit to "his bereaving 
Providence in recalling the favoiifs he len 
tome: and being fully convinced that he 
has a juſt right to remand What his R 
* and fovertiga goodneſs lent Ido moſt b. 
dially acquieſee and reſt" 'eglyy: 
contented in his adminiſtration; the rectitude 


pleaſed/and 


of which; I neither diſpute nor doubt ; he J 


This, I take to be the true ſpirit ad»; 


the text; and what a Therme idea, Ae 5 
it give us, of the excellent diſpoſſtion 5 _ l 
mind, under the ſeries of Tadden,” eee 


B 


» ; k © . 


and extraordinary bereavments he met with ? 
By this temper and deportment under his trials, 
i is evident he diſappointed his great adverſary, A 
the devil, who (ſo far as he had a hand in the 
matter) intended to make the good man faint, 
or fret and murmur againſt the Lord; whereas 
quite the reverſe of this, he took all well at 
the hand of GOD ; Fe) by reſting eaſy and 
ſatisfied in the Ivins conduct, .from a con- 
viction of the intire rectitude "af it, he gave 
much glory to GOD. : being full in che belief 
of a divine Providence, his ſoul rofe, as it were, 
above ſatan and all his temptations, and looking 
tEro? and beyond ſecond cauſes, he beheld, 
SAR; and calmly ſubmitted to the hand of 
GOD. alone. From the words viewed in this 


| 5 oe We have the following 4 1 
. "OBSERVATION. 
GO. 2 0 ; 


elt is the excellent ſpirit and character of a 
ty pious man, with all humility and ſub- 
miſſion, to acknowledge the Providence of 
GOD, both in giving and recalling the bleſ- 
Hinge. of life, and to acquieſce i in — ſame. 

While other perſons, in a time of adverſity, 

i employ their time and their thoughts in pore- 
ing on ſecondary cauſes, means, and the inſtru- 
ments of their woe; faulting one, cenſuring 
| another, and then looking forward to imagi- 
nary conſequences of the preſent evil, where- 
by their minds are led off from GOD, and the 
operations of his hand; the truly pious man 
is „„ in viewing, TIGERS: and 


Death of Daniel Oliver, 850 1 | 


adoring the providence, the influence and go- 
vernment of Him who preſides over all = | 
works of his hands, ordering, directing, or per- 
mitting every thing that comes to paſs . Here, 

Firſt, That the LORD himſelf is the giver . 
of all the bleſſings of life we enjoy, is not to 
be diſputed. As we have received our exiſt- 
ence, ſo we have all our ſupports, and every 
agreeable thing we enjoy from the bounteous 
hand of his providence. Are we poſſeſt of 
the bleſſings of health, wealth; friends, peace, 
plenty, or any of the delights of life ? They 
flow from the fullneſs of Him who giveth to all 
life and breath, and all things.“ We are poſſeſt 
of nothing that is good and agreeable, but what 


we are indebted and accountable to him for; | 


and whenever we reflect upon any of the bleſ- _ 
ſings we enjoy, we may ſay with the ſtricteſt 
truth, the LORD gave it. 52 
Secondly. His providence is alſo concerned, 
in the removal of the bleſſings of hte 2 
when they are removed from us. We are 1 
prived of none of the bleſſings of this life but © 


what' the LORD deprives us of, either by way, | By | 
of permiſſion, or by withholding his ſuſtaining A 


influence, or by what is commonly called an. | 
immediate act of his providence. 
To ſay, that means and inſtrumenig. are 


uſed in the matter, is no argument at all a- 3 


gainſt a divine providence ; for, make the molt. 

of them, they are no more than the "Tervarits © 4 

* Ads xvii. 25. | Boe . —4 P2874 
„ e 


W's 


12 | A $4 5 on the 


of GOD ; 3 "an they with all the laws of nay 
ture, are entire ly __ conſtantly under his con- 
troul. Should 3 it pleaſe the ALMIGHTY ta 
ceaſe ſupporting and preicrving any one com- 
fort of life, that comfort would drop, and 
immediately depart from us; the ſame may 
be ſaid of a ſecond, a third, and all we have j 
yea, life itſelf, If he ſhould withhold his ſup- 
porting influence but a moment from me, 1 
muſt die; and the caſe would be the ſame 
with, you, and with eyery creature upon earth 
that 4 the breath of life; Thou takeſt away 
their breath, they die, and return to their duſt :*_ 
Yea, it would be. ſo with angels—devils, and 
all che living creation throughout the unbound- 
ed uniyerſe; for the withholding of his ſup- 
porting ſohnenge from each individual, would 
have the ſame effect upon the whole, that it 
would have upon you or me. 
From this view of the matter, it appears 
wat we ourſelves, and all that we have, are 
1 intirely dependant on GOD for continuanee ; 
1 And of conſequence, that his providence is 
3 concerned immediately i in the removal of any 
1 bleſſing that is taken from us. To this pur-. 
poſe, it is ſaid in the divine oracles—The 
LORD killeth and maketh alive; he bringeth 
down to the grave, and bringeth up, The 
LORD maketh poor,, and maketh rich ; he 
bringeth low, and lifteth up. He will keep the. 


| feet. of his ſaints, and the, wicked alk be. 
g ala arg ö eee © 
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Death of. Daniel Oliver, Eſq; 13 
Alen in darkneſs" * Whatever may bs: ſaicl of 
ſecond cauſes, it is plain that the divine pro- 
vidence is immediately concerned, not only in 
giving, but in taking away the bleſſings of 
life; ſo that when any, or all of thoſe ' bleſs 
ſings are removed from us, we may ar. — as 
dopt the language of Job, 120 ner 
LORD hath. taken away. And 3 
: Thirdly, He has a right ſo to 6 65 e 
we, and all that we have, are entirely his on 
property; he has a juſt and nnalienable right 
| to diſpoſe of us and ours, according to his 
mind: nor have we any more right to con- 
troul him, than we have power ſo to do, Which 
is none at all. If any, under the bereaving 
ſtroke of his hand, are fo audaciouſly wicked, 
as to ſay unto the AL MIGHTY, Vin 
doeſt thou? He may reply, with infinite juſ⸗ 
tice (if he will condeſcend ſe to do) and ſay, 
Is it not lawful for me to do uhat I will' with. 
my ownFy * And who, with the leaſt colour of 
reaſon, can ſay, it Þs; not To ſay, that he: 
bas given us our being and bleflings, is trus 3 192 
but to ſay, that he has given them as our/own - 
property, excluſively and independantly, is falſe; 
He holds his authority over us, and his right 
to diſpoſe of us, and all we have; according 


to his ſovereign pleaſure, for We remain hie 
intire property, and his „ | 
all. Therefore," | dn n 
3 It W us to. acknowledge 


l 43. £2463 1879:ct 
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1 ©. of Sermon'on the nu 
acquieſce in both theſe parts of his adminiſtrati- 


on, i, e. in giving and recalling the bleſſing 
of fe as he pleaſeth; and we have the higheſt 

Teaſon ſo to do; for we are to view him, not 

meerly as an abſolute ſovereign, who rules by 
Bis power alone, but as a moral, or, in other 
words, as an infinitely wiſe, holy, good, and 
righteous governor, who gives, witholds and 
remands according to the ſublimeſt rules of juſ- 
tice-and goodneſs; nor is it any more poſſible 
for him to deviate from theſe rules, in any one 
inſtance of his adminiſtration, than to deny 
himſelf, which we are aſſured he cannot do.— 
Hence, we have the higheſt reaſon to-acknow- 
ledge him with all thankfulneſs in every bleſ- 

— we enjoy; and, with all humility and ſub- 

ion, to athuielee in. his conduct when be 
reaſſumes what he lent to us. 

Howbeit, tis not every one, nor indeed but 
very few, who do this upon a juſt conviction, 
from proper principles, and in a right manner; 
for though we generally profeſs that Almighty 
60D is 225 author of all our bleſſings, and 
verbally acknowledge his providence in the be- 
reavements we ſuſtain; yet, by reaſon of the 
introduction of the evil principle of ſin into our 
rational nature, the prejudice, moral blindneſs, 
unbehef, and perverſeneſs of our minds and 

hearts are ſuch, that without the eſpecial, 

ſupernatural and powerful influence of divine 
_ grace in-our- ſouls, removing the power of thoſe 
moral evils, and renewing us in the ſpirit of our 
minds, We "ſhall by no means perceive the ex 


| of thoſe who are unbelieving and 
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cellency, rectitude, and fitneſs of the divine 
adminiſtration; and, not perceiving this, it is 
morally impoſſible for us, underſtandingly, | 
cordially, and quietly to reſt. in the ſame as 
holy, juſt and good. We may, indeed, by the 
force of reaſon and the clearnefs of explicit e- 
vidence, be, as it were, compelled to believe a 
GOD, and a providence; and becauſe we are 
uoable to prevent what happens, we may poſ- 
ſibly, by repeated efforts, produce in purſelves, 
ſach a frame as we ſuppoſe is a ſubmiflion ta 
his power, and the bereaving ſtroke of lis hand, 
while yet our hearts are firmly attached to 
ſome wrong object, and far from being right 
with GOD. hen he ſlew them, then they 
Sought him, &c. * but till we are 42 ghtened 
and renewed by the diſtin grace of 
GOD, the as ths. ©, g ſenſe and bias of our hearts 
lie in direct oppoſition to that providence which 
takes from us any of the dear and peculiar des 
lights of life. When the thing is done, — 
we are bereaved, the common ſaying is, we m 
ſubmit, and we do ſo in a ſort, not becauſe we 
ſee, believe, and feel, that what is done is right, 
juſt and good, and foacquieſce | init underſtand- 
ly and cheartully ; ; but we ſubmit, becauſe the 
thing is done, and we can't help it; though, 
at the ſame time, we may be heartily ſorxꝶ or 
what GOD. has done, and wiſh he had done 9» 
therwiſe, which i is implicitely wiſhin tha he 
had done better. This. is the K 1 = 


| . rau beni. 3 „„ 
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8 bod ſabjecticn to the 3 
meiit of 80, nor vilhng, eaſy and contented 
that he ſhould "fo what he thinks beſt with the 
vod things they enjoy; and they are uneafy 
and Cove (if they are not nite ſtupid 
under the cofreckion of bis hand! Wheteas, 
Fiſthh, It is the ſpirit and practice of the 
truly pious man to Sw ice, and acquieſce 


ths afeft and deateft earthly delight” Bleſ 
= be the name of the LORD, i the language 
- of hie Behrt; 4d with Ex He Hayeth, It ir the 
- ZORD; let im ao what ſeemeth him (good ;* 
e eontent; that mytelf, my children; and alt 
WO that 1 wave be e ml oed of, as he; in his in- 
ldtie wänden and goodiecl ſees fits 
0 Aid; let it be obſerved; that this erbte 
fledgment and acquieſcence of the pious man; 
_ krifeth from a proper conviction, and heart-af- 
fedting perception of the divine character, and 
the wiſdom . _ perfect rectirude 
If Hs conduct. mY 
The fpirit and Abe of GOD from on high; 
"hive been poured upon him in a ſaving man- 
ner; whereby He has; not only been thoroughly 
3 convinced of the prejudices of his heart, his 
_ univerſal guiltineſs, unworthineſs; and ill deſerv- 
ing at the ng! of GOD ; but has alſo had the 
power of his prejudices, and of every finful 
Mit broken; 5 his mind renewed and enlight? 
raed, to 7 hg dk the 2 of the Re 1 
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m the divine chu; even when" bereaved" of 


character, as it ſhines in the revelation of his 


hold, ſo as to love his whole revealed character ;) 


he ſrealizeth, that, this or that affliction Was vor 


finitely wiſe, good and holy hand. _ | 


there ariſeth in the good man, an underſtand-. 


Death of Daniel Oliver, Ei: a7 


truth and grace, or, as it ſhines in the face of 
FESUS CHRIST; (in whom alone we can be- 


and whertby alſo, his heart has been formed 

and moulded into the pure, flexible and yield» 

ing temper of the goſpel. This 1 is whats i . 1 

for the truly pious man. 9 
Hence he acknowledgeth the hand of Gon. 

in the bereavement he is under, becauſe he per- 

ceives and believes that GOD hath done it; 


a meer chance, that it roſe not from the di 
nor rang out of the ground, but came fo 
from the LORD of Hoſts, which is wonderful in 
council, and excellent in working ;* and was 
done, Ander obſervation of his eye, and by che 

permiſſion, or influence and direction ana his. 19 


From this view and perception. of ON 
ing and hearty fabmiſſion, which, is attended: 
with a ſerene acquibſecice of ſoul in thE divine 
conduct, the ſame is imported in the anſwer that 
the woman of Shunem gave to the ſervant of 
the prophet Eliſha, when he, aſked "ber, I it, 
well with thee? © Is. it well with thy Juſband? ? 
Is it well with. the child? She 9 1 
is. well. „ The- ſne knew Her Un was dead, and 
her heart deeply affected with the loſs, yet the, 
anſwer imports, that me was well atisfied as * 
the rectitude of What Was done, 9 5 ot Hy 
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35 . vill. 23. a Kings ty, 26. 2 
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18 „ Sermon on the 


enjoyed a religious e of A under the 


bergavement. 


4 eee ee of Jife, as | 


"What has been ſaid, gives us, in brief, a 
repreſentation of the ſpirit and temper, found 


in every truly pious man; and what I ſay, is, 


it is a moſt excellent one; for in the exerciſe 
thereof, they are not only ſenſible of, and rea- 
dily acknowledge their own ſinfulneſs and un- 
worthineſs ; bat with all humility, filial affecti- 


on and reverence, they aſcribe righteouſneſs to 
their maker, and take every thing well that 


he does: They humbly rejoice in his govern» 


nt, while, under all his diſpenſations, they 
careful to walk and behave ſo as to pleafe 


him. Hereby they give glory to GOD, and e- 
vidence, that they ſhall finally emerge from all 


evils, and riſe to the perfect ſtate of holineſs 


and happineſs in the * a * fl 
. nm of GOD . 


IMPROVEMENT, 


Does the LORD give, and take * the 
bleſſings of life, as he, in his infinite wiſdom 


and goodneſs ſeth fit? And is it the ſpirit and 


Practice of the truly pious man, to acknows 
ledge and Eu wi in his Providence: Hence 
we may collect a great variety of uſeful and 


improving leſſons, for our alen, lugport 
and conſolation, 


I, We ought deeply to fx in our- 8 
ſenſe and belief of his particular providence, in 


| Death of Daniel Oliver, Eſq; *y 
well as in the beſtowment of them. Aud in 
deed, if we don't believe his particular provis 
de herein, we have no ſolid ground on which 
to fix a true 'and laſting ſubmiſſion. ' If we dif- 
believe his providence, when a friend is taken 
From us, we are all afloat at once, and our minds : 
are toſſed too and fro on the waves of uncer- 
tainty, blind chance, and uneaſy ſuſpicion, as 
to the rectitude, juſtice, and goodneſs of what 
js done; whereas, if we look on ſecond cauſes _ 
to be only the ſervants of the Almighty Sove= _ 
reign, and entirely under his controul; if we 

view and confider the hand of GOD 1 th. what 
we meet with, and believe it to be done under 
the odfervation of his eye, with the allowance 
or influence of his power, and guided by the 
ſublimeſt wiſdom and goodiiethy wi we at once fee _ 
that all is right; here is a firm ſolid baſis for 
intire reſignation, and the moſt ſerene and laſt : 
ing ſubmiſfion. And, ſince it is true; in fact, 
that his providence Prefideth aver all things, 7 
and is concerned in every event, ſo that not an 
Hair of our head falls to the ground without it: 
Hence we ought to believe it, in the removal o 
any bleſſing of life; for, whatever ſecond hand 
may be employed in the matter, that band, 
was under the defi igned permiſſion or influenes | 
os GOD himſelf. - 
I, This may ſerve to check and TY os. 
very 8 thought i in the: time of . | 
err | | 
The due ufd eration of the ki of 605, IE 


ts, W or n the  afllictions. has a 
C 2 : 


5:3 


« 2 14 
* J 
* N „ 


2 hty 8 Al > expel 1 our 1 | 
| motions. of repining and fretting againſt 
4 wy We have no. juſt cauſe. of — ch 
under the correction be his hand, only at Go 
and at ourſelves, for mifimproving the favours 
be lent to us; for ingratitude, and the numerous 
irregularities 255 our hearts and lives; for theſe 
things we have reaſon · to. paſs the ſevereſt cen- 
ſures upon ourſelves, and to feel the ſharpeſt 
grief and godly ſorrow. But, at thoſe on 
of providence, which bereave us of a friend, 
or of an any peculiar comfort of life, we have no 
Kauſe of grief, or any uneaſineſs at all; for, 
We neither merited thoſe comforts we enjoyed, 
nor had we the leaſt right to Keep them a mo- 
ment longer than we did enjoy them. If it 
Had not been beſt to remove them when he did; 
Bis infinite wiſdom would have ſeen it, and his 
" aria would have prevented it. This con- 
ideratipn ſuggeſts to us the higheſt reaſon for 
diſmiſſing from our hearts, every uneaſy, mur- 
muring, and rebellious motion; and; with all 
humility, patience and ſubmiſſion, to aſcribe 
- righteouſneſs to our maker; and, ſay with 
Job, ſhall we, (guilty, unworthy and ill de- 
ſerving creatures, ) receive good at the hand of 
the LORD, and ſhall we not receive evil* ?* And 
with the Sarch undes the hiding of GOD's | 
face, I will bear the indignation of the LORD, 
becauſe I have ſinned againſt him, until he plead 
my cauſe. 5 How very becoming, for us fin- 
sd 770 under the rebukes of nden, to e, 
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ae ſuch a ſubmiſſive temper of wind, -and 
how indecent and nn the conty: tem- 
Per- 1 "SAP i719 10 
"Shall the 712 5 0 has. : forfeited, every 
1 bleſſing, deſerves to be ſtript of every com- 
fort, and merits nothing but deſtruction from 
the ALMIGHTY, murmur, becauſe gut 
the countleſs number of his undeſerved com: 
forts, it pleaſes the LORD to remove one or 
two! or ſhall the Chriſtian, who. is + reſtored 
by ſovereign grace to the love and friendſhip. 

of GOD, murmur, becauſe it pleaſeth his heas 
venly Father to diſcipline him, either for the 
trial of his faith and patience, or for: the faults 
and follies of his life ? How unreaſonable is it 
If we have. had fathers. of our fleſb, - which 
corrected us, and aue gave them reverenes 
ſhall we not much rather be in Hulieslen to th 
Father of : bir: a And, e bugger 
In caſe we are truely vious hens b Roe - 
with the heart unto righteouſneſs, and faith- 
fully committed, the keeping of our ſouls to th 
Redeemer ; we have theſe -further* conſideras 
tions to check our murmuring under the be- 
reavements of his providence, viz. Whatever 

he is pleaſed to take from us in this world; he 
will never take out our names from the lamb s 
book of life our intereſt in his covenant die "2M 
love—our title to the kingdom of glory r 
ever take away his holy ſpirit from 2 
ineſtimable bleſſings are ſecured to ug iy tis 
n and Feirhfalneſs, and Weser Io | 
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mur at his removing ſome of the ſmall ſtreams 
of earthly delight, eſpecially ſince by the re- 
moving them he intends to gain the more en- 
tire ſubmiſſion and devotion of our ſouls to 


kimfclf, and form us for the perſe&t ſtate of 


Heaven ?- O then, let us ceaſe from murmur. 
ing under the difcipline of our heavenly Father 
«baniſh every uneaſy and rebellious "the ght 


8 yon our breaſtsx—and, with ourſelves, refign 


all that we have to his diſpoſal, without the 
leaſt preſeription to his infinite wiſdom and 


goodneſs. But, pb 


temper of the truely pious, we can't reaſon- 
ably expect to behave under bereavments as 
they do; for we have no moral foundation in 
us, whence'to exerciſe that peculiar ſubmiſſion 
to, and ſpirited acquieſcence in the divine go- 


vernment and aiſcipline, which they exerciſe. 


While we are under the power of preju- 
dice, moral blindneſs, and a criminal attach- 
ment to creatures; we do not perceive 'the 
Slory of the diview eharacter, as it ſhines in 
=" pevelation,- where he is ſtiled, A juſt GOD and 
2 SAVIOUR nor the reditude of his go- 
+ Serfimecrit, and not perceiving theſe, nor yet 
— to the divine governor him- 
$f, we have no moral principles in us for the 
Above - mentioned exerciſe. Being deſtitute of 


irit __ 


the pure ſpirit of region, of faith and -holi- 
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trary to GOD and his ways. Hence, in be 


courſe of his government, when he acts cone = 
trary to our inclination and finful attachments, 


our hearts oppoſe him; and the we. cannot . 


ſacceed againſt him, yet we feel againſt him 4 
are inwardly diſpleaſed 15155 what he has done, © 


and vainly wiſh g/g ar acted other wiſe. Tie 1 


temper of heart is moſt ſenſibly perceived as 
the removal of what is neareſt and. deareſt to 
us; tho” it is often perceived under croſſes and . 
loſſes that are leſs conſiderable» 4 of 
And indeed, unleſs we are polleſt of the 
Chriſtian faith and ſpirit, we ſhall never undes 
ſtandingly and cordially aequieſce, or -reſi%afy 
and ſatisfied; witk his government, and when 
he toucheth us in à tender part, inſtead- of 4 
calm, ſubmiſſive, ſelf- condemning 


heart, a temper that will — all the 


way of GOD; we ſhall be reſtleſs, uncaſy at | 


his — and as the prophet ſpeaks, lie U 
troubled ſea when it cannot neſts en alert 
caſt ub mire and dirt &. Ts 1; rt - 
Therefore, to be prepared for we wits 
of Chriſtian. ſubmiſſion, patience and quien 
under bereavements, it is neceſſary hat ris 
view. and believe the glorious and :gtacioud 
character of GO as it 1 — the golpel; _ 7} 
and that we love his whole. | charager; andpit» 7 
vernment. This fath and love being ar? 


in us, vill turn our hearts, Rite the watmtocdths | 


ſeal, into the moſt eaſy and mata b 
ee . nN od 


temper 


: n- 


x ay 1 ſtroke of p Beinen This * 
a moſt excellent poſition.” "Ab 57» 763 
- TV. Bei poſſeſt of this ſpirit and temper, 
let us cultivate 8 upon all occaſions and 
under all trials, by Keeping in our minds, a 
wakeful ſenſe and fall belief of the univerſal 
wiſdom and 8 of * divine r rr 
tions. 
Hereby, our minds will bs ed and our 
paſſions ſmoothed into an heavenly calm, amidſt 
the preateſt ſtorms we meet with in the world. 
We ſhall be quick to diſcern the rod and him 
that has appointed it, and our hearts being 
tender, we ſhall eaſily fubmit, and chearfully 
acquicſce i in what is done. We ſball ſee that 
it is in covenant love and faithfulneſs that he 
chaſtiſeth us; and ſeeing this, our hearts can't 
but be affected, and melted inte filial ſubmiſſion, 
even under correction. If a child, when cor- 
reed, is convinced that his parent does it in 
love, the correction will be ſo far from aliena- 
ting the child from his parent, that it will ra- 
ther confirm and increaſe his affection and ſub- 
miſſion ; ſo it will be in this caſe; if we per- 
ceive that the deſign of GOD in chaſtening us 
is Kind and "gracious; i. e. to diſengage us 
from fin, the world, and the inordinate love 
of creatures, and to bring us nearer unto 'him- 
elf, it will mightily Ne to ſoften our hearts 
into an eaſy ſubjection. It was a fine ' reflec- 
tion of an excellent lady, when news was 
brought her of the ſudden death of two of her 
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ol ror hu? Daniel: Oliver; 3 
children hem ſhe dearly loved, 1 
will have all my heart, and he ſhal have it,” 
Nothing is more reaſonable than the x: 9 
devotion of our hearts and our all unte Ra; 
and therefore when he is pleaſed; in the ene 
of his pruvidenee, to take from us a ffiend, 
or any of the delights of life, inſtead ef its 
driving us away, it ſhould Graw us ticafer” ts | 
him ; aud this will be the caſt, as certain” o 
that we exerciſe the Uhriſtian temper”; ++ for” E 
exerciſe of that temperf is, in itſelf, à ealmt, 
ſubmiſſive, aud even thankful frame of heart 


under providences, proſperous aud derffe; 


which is a temper - of nia Tha" oughe" 


to be cultivated. gad 1 


V. We ſhould never Taſer 2 preſent evil * 


 dblitevine- the ſeaſs of former merces 


| It is a bad temper of wind te forget; er W 
whl over” with neglect, the former Tovin 
kindneſs of the LORD, beeaufe he is plea 
to recal one or two of the comforts” of Ae, 

from the many he hath lent to us; "Thong 
we ought to reflect on our paſt conduct, when 
we are under the correction of bis hahd; and 
carefully enquire what we have dene, and 
wherein we have miſimproved his favor; that 
bas moved Rim te take ie Rom ws; Wet” 
would be high ingratitude to let a preſent be- 


reavement mſe from out minds à thafllkful ac 


Knouedgment of the pat” wen 'of His. 
Providence. 25 " 
The fine -enlarnples of 746, pita 


others, when under affliction, tessl us 8e ack 
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| &knowledge the goodneſs of GOD—to reimen 


ber tlie years f the right hand aof the moſt 
* high, and to- bleſs his holy: name for paſt mer- 
Fies even while we feel the ſmart of 17 "op 
3 in * preſent bereavement. 
he want of a ſubmiſſive and grateful. t 8 ; 
* — — Heart, under an affliction is the way, 
both go increaſe the weight of the affliction, 
and add to our ſins; the latter of which, we 
Mould dread above all things, and always be 
upon our, guard againſt offending GOD When 
under the the correction of his hand, as well 
as againſt unneceſſarily afflicting me Of 
| both which evils we are relieved by a grateful 
- remembrance of paſt mercies, and a ſubmiſ- 
— five temper under preſent afflictions. 
But we have ſuch evil hearts of unbelief and 
perveſeneſs, and are under ſo many ſinful im- 
Prefections and temptations, that we need the 
Wine aid and influence, to uphold us under 
trials, and enable us to behave ſo as to honour 
60D il which conſideration ſuggeſts _— 
ern, thought... ; BE 
VI. Is it the LORD —— ee us 1 
— we are bereaved ? This ought to led 
us unto him for ſupport under the bereayment, 
and for Ee to behave in a Chriſtian man- 
ner. 
* When v we are aten. of- the LORD, /the | 
direction is, to turn ünto him that ſmiteth us, 
and ſpread our afflicted caſe, our complaints 
and deſires before his face; as Job in a like 
e, n. to do O that I knew 
FH 
5 A Pry 
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to his ſeat, &c.* Turning away our eyes 


we go but unto him ? He has the "words” Ww | 


veavments are more painful IN e 3 36 
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Death of Daniel: Oliver, 2 1 4 
where 7 might find him, that 7 might come 5 


and hearts from all other objects, we” ſhould” Af 
do as the bereaved diſeiples did, When "they 
heard of the death of John the bapfill, 5 5 F 
went and told "Feſus ; and to whom © elle Mall 


eternal life, the words of inſtruction, ſupport, = 
and conſolation ; and he kindly | Invites us to, | 
make known our wants unto” him; to. de 
which, we have the moſt animating encourage 
ment, particularly from the confideration of 
that affecting part of his divine commiſf? on. 
which is, to comfort them that mourn in Zion, 
to give unto them beauty for aſbes, the oil. of * 
joy for niburning, and the garment of” Praiſe, 
For the ſpirit of heavineſs ; from whence” it. 
appears, that pious mourners' may apply unt 
him moſt freely, and without any anhoping 9 
fears, either of being rebuked or ne glecked. 7 
- The bowels a father are with him, anda. 76 
touched' with a feeling F our "infirmities, "HE, i 
== calls us to pour 'otir {0uls* into his 
oſom, and caſt our e upon him, not 7 
doubting but he will ſieþply all our wants ; and 1 


=. 

bd? Lis * 

ak — 
3 * 


make up to us in himfelf, what he 18 K 


1 from us in the een e 
We always ſtand in need f his fipp wort an 
ffiſtarice' in & time of afflickion, and Sly 

_ eyery bereayment; ; but in ſome caſes we do 
more {6 than in others; becauſe” ſome -be- 5 | 
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aleryedly near and dear to us, and in whom 
we have taken ſingular delight. 
Barticularly, when i pleaſe 


th.alwighty GOD, 


arms and enjoy ment of tender and indulgent 
parents, an agreeable and beloved Son, in the 


RKances that filled them with the hope of laſting 
-confolation—who was furniſhed by the great 


eing cultivated and improved by diligence 
and unweared application, ſhone. clearer and 


ſages of life, even to the laſt and parting mo- 


tation, whoſe dutiful behaviour, which Was 


free, chearful, and conſtapt, appeared to 


reverence, reſpect, and Warm affectian-rwho 
was tenderly concerned for their honour, ſap» 


- 


' CS 1 


do enough to retaliate them for their 


8 
7 
= 
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care and goodneſs ; endeavouring always, 
every branch of his conduct, to. render 


ſteadily and practically attentive ta the welfare, 


peace, and proſperity 


6 Fx 


* 


full bloom and glory of life, and in circum- 


and bountiful author of nature, from whom. . 
deicendeth every good and perfedt gift, with a 
5 variety of moſt amiable qualities, Wbieh 


for inſtance. in general, when we are called 
to part with 2 friend that is eminently and 


by ap act of his providence, to take. from the 


brighter as he advanced in years—-who, from 
bis early youth, and through all the after 


ment, diſcovered a moſt excellent diſpoſition, 
eaving behind him an example worthy of im- 
ſpring from the principles of fincere and filial | 


Port, and comfort, and never thaugbt he could 


in 
| felt. both agrecable. and uſeful— who was 
| 


of the family—the firm 
, 1 x + ap by = 
mA I Bhat cot 'V 

2 : | * ” 4 a ©. 


* 
ö 
ths 


\ 


” = 
<2 
* 1 r 
G 
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del and conſtancy of whoſe friendſhip. enn 


deared him to his particular z _ 


while his modeſt, Pets, obli 


ous behaviour unto all Lu 1 Np hi ra grea 4 = 3 


beloyed and . juſtly... Bo he bn 


| knowledge and diſtinguiſhed fidelity, PAs = 
and attention made him both a ſafe; confident, 1 
and an improved member in civil community. * | 


as 
= 


ſo that he was truely an ornament, as well, 
a pleaſant and uſeful member, both of tho 


family and ſociety to which he belonged. And 
| Gnally,. his conſtant attendance an, and decent 
behaviour 3 in, the publick worſhip: of GOD, with 


other tokens of his Gneere and. acned regard. i 


to Wen, gave them a Moog * 1 


conſpiciouſly, virtuous toward — 25 


things are honeſt, uhiatſaener things are jolt 


whatſoever things are jure, pſy pe 3 


are lovely, pag nk = 7 


think: 0 theſe things. 3 1 : "136 0} 7 1 34 
And what I ſay is, that when 55 


„ Phil, . 6. 
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Other affecting circumſtances of ſuch 4 1— 3 
reavment might be added, if it were needfol; 
but as to the propriety of refleQing on the 7 
bove mentioned amiable qualities and conduct, 
when they have ſhane with an obſcryable luſtre, | 
if any are in deubt, the words of an infpired 
apeſtle may abundantly ſatisfy us, Fah, 
brethren, whatſover things are true, whatſocves. 
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of ſuch a member, they 
the divine ſupport, 


Sermon on . 
parents of Kick a ſort; aui a Tally a 


greatly need 
and are eminently called to 


make application to that GOD who is the hope 


of Tfrael, and the Saviour thereof in the time of 


trouble, * for the communication of his grace 4 
to aſſiſt and enable 2 to a right . - wg! 


May 


his holy 


"Ps 


(ufig 


ment of the ſame. 

| the e, 
80, fil, ſupport and ſeb rer, ſuch parents 
with the cl influences and conſolations of 
ſpirit; 
and Nee of ſoul, they may adopt the 


racious and merciful 


that, with all humility, ſereni- 


words of the text, The LORD gave, and the 


5 -L'ORD hath taken away, 

AM ; 42 EORD; and ſay with Davis the royal faint, 
5 when 1 5 had news of the death of his fon,” 
e plural for the ſingular) Now he 


bleſſed be the name of 


it dead e ſhould we faſt? can we bring 
nim back again? We Hall go fo Rim, but he ſoall 
On return to us.\| _ 

* May the ſurviving brethren of fuch an one 
deceaſed, hear that voice of GOD our Saviour, 


Be ye alſo ready, for at ſuch an hour as ye think 
not, the fon of man cometh. May 
firſt concern; to ſecure an intereſt f in the love 
and friendſhip 
way the ſting of death, and 


Bis. 


it be their 


who alone can take a- 
prepare them by 


of him, 


for the err ere of everlaſtin g life; 
- that being formed for glory 


and virtue; they 


n th in all the Chriſtian graces, and grow, 


5 . Air. 8. | 
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4 up into him in all things,” which is the head, 6 = 
ven Chniſt, till the. great axbiter of life hall 9 of 
} tranſmit them alſo to the'Mernal world? 
* May the Mir, oh be poured cho 8 
gämpreſs oür minds with A jut 
2 2 22 of his Holy hand in the be- 
- cavements and corrections we are under; and, 
4 | Jeritiade us to turn unto him with all our 3 
- pet faithfully devote ourſelyes, _ all that we 
ave to his honour and ſer vice! 
>, Laſtly, Let us all be excited, "I every * 2 | 
- 8 of providence;- that takes away any af the der 
lights of life, eſpecially. the diltinguiſhed ble ples ; 4 
ſing of agreeable friends, hy the ſtroke of deat X 4 
to remember, and aken think of; the 1 _ 
tant period, when, zue ſovereign r We 
will take us WY Let us e n alum 
7 ſuchalarming caljs, te to previare 
ing change of diet; à cha 
| aftertis;, Fear as the fleeting 
of tun are paſſing; and by which; we ſhall an 
tranſmitted to the unal 0 ſtate of ro 
6 ae or pains intolerable and eternal. 
To be prepared for that change, which, i - 
T4 ill come certainly, and may ſuddenly, is an 
x affair that concerneth us more than every t thing MY 
elſe in the world; and ought to engage our ut 
moſt attention: For, every - moment - we are 
} unprepared, we are in hazard of looſing, not 
only our mortal life, but our immortal ſo tog. 
14 1 The reaſon why we are in hazard of 100 
our ſouls, is, becauſe we are ſinful creatures, 
and es the only 1 ant 2 2 


— 


of Gon, but throbgh Raith ip him who came 


- 
* 


A — on the Death of Ae. 


is no other way of redemption from ſing wrath 


and ruin, unto tlie favour, love, and enjoyment 


to taſe ab ay ſin hy theſalriſce of himſelf, and 
through whom alone 
world unto himſelf 5 therefore tis of the great 
eſt importance, and what immediately cogcerr 
the everlaſting well - fare of our ul that 
ſenſible of our guilty, wretched, and ruin | 
condition, do credit the record Which 3 18 
of CHRIST in the goſpel ; 


ſuch à faith as purifieth the heart, worketh by 
_ - tove, and produceth unfeigned ſabmiſſioh, and 


ox 
, 
on us his holy ſpirit, to inſpire us with faith 


f 


Ber g 


Eh un. apy obedience to GOD aur Saviour. 


ithout the faith which is Frodnestes of theſe 
Ave are not prepared to die; nor can we 


geh ſeerty hefore the e tri- 


oh, ou! final 
Loet us ſeriouſly 
ae may GOD, of his infinite mercy, pour up- 


* 


and every Chriſtian grace, and enable us to e- 
vidence the goodneſs of our faith, by the puri- 
ty, piety and obedience of our lives} that When 


he fhall pleaſe to take us away by death, we 
may be favoured with an open and abundant 
entrance into his gloriaus preſence and heaven- 


AP 64 


50D is reconciling thi 5 


give... 
and believe bn the 
name of the only begotten 'ſon f GOD, with 


conſider 575 theſe Aiagsz 7 


Iy kingdom, ge Jeſus cy our Lore. | 
bs 7 


7. 


Ba 


